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has been most conscientiously performed, and that the present edition is 
thoroughly en rapport with the most advanced physiological thought. 

From a careful examination, we are convinced that Carpenter’s Principles of 
Human Physiology will long maintain its place in the front rank of physiological 
text-books. 

The American publisher deserves credit for the manner in which he has per¬ 
formed his portion of the work ; the American edition, both in dress and size, 
being more neat and convenient than the English edition. W. J. C. 


4 

Art. XXXI.— Clinical Studies, illustrated by Cases observed in Hospital 

and Private Practice. By Sir John Rose Cormack, K.B., F.R.S.E., M.D. 

Edin., M.D. Paris, Chevalier of the Legion of Honour, Physician to the 

Hertford British Hospital of Paris, etc. etc. 2 vols. 12mo. pp. 547, 579. 

Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1876. 

These two volumes contain various medical monographs from the pen of the 
author that appeared from time to time during the last forty-two years, either 
as distinct treatises or as contributions to medical journals; together with a 
few that do not appear to have been previously published. These monographs, 
being based upon clinical reports of cases, are of considerable historical value 
as references, although many of them belong to an age in medicine when thera¬ 
peutical treatment varied very much from that of the present day. By additions 
and emendations, however, much that appeared at an early day has been brought 
up to the teachings of the present time. 

As it will be impossible to review at length a work of such versatile charac¬ 
ter, we will simply notice some of the more interesting or important subjects 
which have been treated by the author. 

“ Puerperal Convulsions.” Dr. Cormack gives the credit of having first 
discovered the connection between puerperal convulsions and albuminuria to 
Dr. John Lever, who published an article upon the subject in Guy’s Hosp. 
Reports for October, 1843. Dr. Cormack remarks in reference to the origin of 
puerperal eclampsia (page 413): “ The convulsions result from direct toxi¬ 
cological action on the nervous centres, produced by poisonous substances 
which the unembarrassed kidney could throw off, but which the congested 
kidney cannot excrete. In pregnant women, blood-poisoning exists far more 
commonly than is generally believed. There is a series of phenomena resulting 
from different degrees of toxaemia, such as nausea, vomiting, coma, delirium, 
convulsions, and mania.” 

Sir James Y. Simpson remarked, after the appearance of Dr. Lever’s paper, 
“that he had been accustomed to teach in his lectures that patients attacked 
with puerperal convulsions had almost invariably albuminous urine, and some 
accompanying or rather preceding dropsical complications, and hence probably 
granular renal disease"—a pathological condition that more recent investiga¬ 
tions show to be a rare complication; the condition of the organ being one 
simply of mechanical congestion in the great majority of cases. Hence the 
greater frequency of eclampsia in robust primipar®, with unyielding abdominal 
parietes and a plethoric condition of the system. The paper of Dr. Cormack, 
although written tweuty-seven years ago, shows a very clear understanding of 
the nature and origin of convulsions in pregnant women, as we regard them 
to-day. In treatment we have made some advances, especially in the use of 
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new remedies for the control of the spasmodic movements ; but it is believed 
by many that venesection has been too mqch abandoned as a means of cure. 

“ Granular Degeneration of the Kidney, and its relation to Scrofula.” The 
author rejects the term “ Bright’s Disease” as too vague in its application, this 
title being used to indicate other conditions than that of true granular degene¬ 
ration, to which it should have been restricted. The article is illustrated by 
the report of a case of sudden death in a boy of 12, with the post-mortem ap¬ 
pearances. In this case, vomiting was the first evidence of ill-health, a con¬ 
dition we have repeatedly noticed. Convulsions next occurred, and death 
followed in three hours from the first act of vomiting. 

There is at tinges in this disease a peculiar type of vomiting that the reviewer 
has not observed in any other malady. In one patient, perfect quiet relieved 
the disposition to emesis, but the moment the man spoke, he was seized with 
the inclination to vomit, and emptied his stomach with a force that indicated a 
sudden and spasmodic contraction of that viscus. This condition continned 
several days, with occasional attacks of convulsions ending in coma ; then entire 
mental restoration, and finally a terminal convulsion, coma, and death. In 
another patient, a lady, affected with sciatica, followed by rheumatism in the 
left lower extremity, our attention was directed to her kidneys from the fact, 
that any movement of the body brought on a sense of nausea, frequently fol¬ 
lowed by vomiting. The rheumatic affection subsided several days before her 
death, which was by coma without convulsions. On several occasions in visit¬ 
ing the first patient, we found him move suddenly to the side of the bed and 
vomit most violently directly upon answering our first inquiry as to his condition. 
The muscular movement of the chest, and action of the lungs, appeared to pro¬ 
duce a reflex excitement in the muscles of the stomach and abdomen through 
the nervous system, ending in sudden contraction, just as this condition is some¬ 
times excited by the sight or smell of disgusting objects, especially in delicate 
subjects. 

“ Infantile Remittent Fevercase terminating in hydrocephalus; death pre¬ 
ceded by convulsions. Kidneys congested, urea and uric acid in the blood. 

“Value of the Dark Abdominal Dine as a sign of recent delivery.” A few 
lines from vol. i. page 489, will suffice to show the value of this sign. “ I have, in 
every case in which I looked for it, observed in the recently delivered a dark 
abdominal line or stripe extending between the pubis and umbilicus, and com¬ 
monly going up to the ensiforra cartilage, but, unfortunately for the value of this 
appearance as a medico-legal test, I have discovered that it often manifests 
itself in males, and in females independently of delivery.” 

“Hernia of the Uterus,” 4 cases gravid, and 2 unimpregnated. The gravid 
subjects were all delivered by incision, with a saving of two women and the four 
children. 

“ Reflex Convulsions of Infancy.” Case in which a child was restored from 
a state of apparent death by the hypodermic injection of morphia, 1874. Five 
cases ofglotto-laryngealspasm, or spasmodic croup, 1875 (not before published). 

“Treatment of the Paralytic Affections of Diphtheria and other diseases; 
with remarks on their Pathogenesis and characteristics” (not before published). 
The diseases enumerated as resulting in paralysis, besides diphtheria, are 
relapsing fever, cholera, dysentery, and smallpox. 

“ Non-Venereal Discharges from the Genito Urinary Organs of both Sexes.” 
8 cases, viz., urethritis and vaginitis from cold and damp. Vaginitis attributed 
to contagion of matter of ophthalmia. Purulent discharge from urethra of 
young boys, and do, in male adults, from infection by menstrous women. 

“ Chronic Poisoning by Chloroform." This article is based upon a remark- 
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able case, in which the patient was saved from apparent death, by inversion of 
her body upon several occasions daring syncope from cerebral ansemia. Query. 
Would not nitrite of amyl, or the one-tenth dilution of nitro-glycerine, have 
answered, associated with artificial respiration as in this case? 

“ Successful Resection of the Shoulder-joint in a case of Gunshot Wound.” 
Dr. Cormack strongly advocates the use of opium after severe injuries requiring 
operation, as a calmative ; the effect to be kept up for several days. 

“ Concussions of the Brain” (not before published). This article is founded 
upon 2 cases, one of a boy of fifteen years and a half, injured in Paris, by a fall; 
and the other of his father, 42 years old, struck in the head by a bottle. Boy 
recovered in four months ; man, after partial recovery, became subject to head¬ 
aches, and died suddenly eight months afterwards, from abscess of the brain. 

We have thus presented, as briefly as possible, a record of the chief subject- 
matter of the two volumes before us, embracing quite a variety of topics, and 
covering a long and active medical experience. These essays show the author 
to have been a close observer in disease, and a very clear reasoner upon the 
medical questions involved in his writings. The work will make one of valuable 
reference upon the subjects embraced by it, many of which have been treated 
at considerable length. R. P. H. 


Art. XXXII .—A Directory for the Dissection of the Human Body. By 

John Cleland, M.D., P.R.S. 8vo. pp. vii., 186. Philada. : H. C. Lea, 1877. 

The title of this book has the merit of denoting exactly its object. As 
expressed in the preface, it is to guide the student “ in his dissections, both that 
he may make them in such a manner as to display the anatomy to the greatest 
advantage, and that he may recognize the structure by the names by which 
they are known.” It describes, therefore, solely the methods of the dissection. 
Accordingly it omits all anatomical description and has no illustrations what¬ 
ever. It has also the virtue of thoroughness if not of novelty. Beginning with 
the method of using the usual “ instruments," the author next passes to the 
“ order of dissection.” He advises the assignment (as is usual in Scotland) of 
two dissectors to the head and neck, the thorax, and the abdomen, and one 
or two to each of the limbs, making at least ten Btudents to each subject. In 
our American medical schools this would be deemed undue crowding, to say 
nothing of the inconvenience from want of uniformity in the hours of atten¬ 
dance and in the diligence of so large a number. Careful and minute directions 
are then given for the dissection of each region, and the author is not satisfied 
with the cursory dissections too often made, but carries them down to the 
articulations and to the examination of the deeper and more difficult parts, e. g., 
the ganglia of the sympathetic, the base of the cranium, the orbit, the internal 
ear, and the posterior abdominal wall. Would that our future medical men 
could be persuaded, while they have the golden opportunity-, to follow him ad 
finem. 

But while appreciating and endorsing the methods and the object of the 
book, we cannot help thinking that it will foil of its mark. It does not meet 
the needs of the student. He needs, especially in bis first dissections, an appeal 
to the eye by faithful representations of the parts dissected that he may readily 
recognize them and a description of their appearance, attachments, relations, 
and purposes, that he may use the knowledge others have gained and make it 
his own, to which he can also add any personal observations. Incorporated 



